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Long Beach Comprehensive HIV Planning Group (LB HPG)  
Meeting Minutes for 04.10.13 
 
Welcome and Introductions 

Nominations and Elections: 
There was group consensus to elect the following: 

• Government Co-Chair : Mauro Torno MD, Long Beach DHHS (replacing Cheryl Barritt, 
Long Beach DHHS) 

• Community  Co-Chair : Pat Crosby RN, BHS Redgate (replacing Robert Stohr, CARE 
Clinic)  

Presentation # 1: Paul Loveley, Care Provider, CARE Clinic 
Paul Loveley delivered a post 20th CROI conference update (Atlanta GA) on many important 
topics --- PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis), acute hepatitis C, hepatitis C medications in 
development, HIV care cascade (CDC), etc….Handouts were provided. 

Presentation # 2: Healthy Active Long Beach (HALB), Long Beach DHHS 
Kim Rodriguez and Sharon Alvarado (HALB) started the presentation with didactic teaching 
on healthy eating (MyPlate), exercise and active living and ended with group stretching and 
relaxation exercises.  A lengthy Q & A portion was included in the presentation.  They are 
available to give presentations to interested groups or clinics.  Call 562-5704294 for details.  

Commission on HIV (COH) and Prevention Planning Committee (PPC) Update: 
The COH and PPC will have a joint meeting on 04/11/13 to present the framework for the 
full integration of the two bodies to work on combined HIV care and prevention planning.  
There will be a total of 51 seats in the combined commission and each seat will be required 
to serve in a subcommittee.  17 of the 51 seats will be reserved for people living with or 
affected by HIV/AIDS.  Everyone in the HPG group was encouraged to apply for a seat 
hopefully to increase representation for Long Beach.  Interested applicants will be screened 
based on their skill sets (lenses) to allow for a wide array of perspectives in HIV treatment, 
care and prevention.  The joint commission will also collect testimonies from consumers on 
how well we are currently doing with health care reform.  The newly elected Community Co-
Chair (Pat Cosby) already expressed an interest in applying for a commission seat. HPG 
supports her application. 

Announcements: 

• Miguel Gutierrez, Director of the CARE Program was introduced 
• CARE Newly Diagnosed Support Group now open. 
• APLA flyer – free food and more with Vance North Necessities of Life program Food 

Pantries.  Contact information: 213-201-1433 or apla.org 
• Updated handbook on HIV/AIDs Programs can be found on the Kaiser Family 

Foundation website 
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Commentary from your Co-Chairs:  
With one incumbent and 2 newly elected Co-Chairs, we all set out and reviewed the HIV 
Planning Group (HPG) documents.  We learned that the primary task for the HPG group is 
“….to develop an HIV prevention plan that includes prioritized target populations and a set 
of prevention & treatment activities and interventions for each target population through 
interagency collaboration…” We will be working towards activities that align with this goal.  
To start, we have created an HIV Planning Group Manual that is intended to catalogue HIV 
related information, training and resources available in all of Long Beach for easy use by 
any meeting member or participant.  Materials presented from the presentations on 
04.10.13 meeting have been included in this manual. We are lining up speakers for the 
07.10.13 quarterly meeting and have chosen topics that are more aligned with the HPG 
vision.  The vision is to generate resources and produce new information that will be useful 
to the clinics and agencies that we all represent.  We will keep you all posted. 

 
 






